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English 5500
Practicum in Teaching and Tutoring Writing
Spring 2002
Wednesdays 3:00 to 5 :00 pm

soo-m I

Linda Coleman, Composition Director
CH 3562 X5015 I ctlsc@eiu.edu
Robin Murray, Director of the Writing Center
CH 3351 X6985 I cfrlm@eiu.edu
Fem Kory, Assistant Director of the Writing Center
CH 3365 X6291 I fkory(aJeiu.edu

During the spring semester, we will continue to use the practicum as both a forum for discussing
topics and controversies in rhetoric and composition studies and for the Writing Center meetings.
(A schedule ofreadings and assignments for the Writing Center portion of the practicum will be
distributed separately.)

Requirements
• Reading all assignments-whether or not your group is presenting
• Informed-and lively-participation at all classes
• Group presentations based on readings-including completed charts
• One individual presentation (schedule to be arranged)
• One paper (based on the presentation; due one week after presentation)

Presentation: After we have completed the readings from A Guide to Composition
Pedagogies, you will create an outline for a unit (two to four weeks) of a model English 1001
course (or other approved course) and a detailed lesson plan for one class day of that unit.
For example, your lesson plan could describe class activities for one day during a two-week
unit in which students complete a paper comparing similar retail web sites.
How you choose to conduct your presentation will also be up to you. Your goals for your
presentation should be to help orient other practicum members to your assignment/unit, to its
fundamental goals, and to the theory behind your practice-with specific identification of and
references to the pedagogy/theory at work in your assignment. You may want to provide
some handouts to the class; however, at the very least you should provide the class with the
lesson plan and the outline of the unit.

Paper: One week after your presentation, you will need to turn in a paper that summarizes
your lesson plan, the unit, and the pedagogy behind them. The paper should be polished and
appropriately documented. While there is no set length for the paper, you should be thorough
without being tedious and concise without overgeneralizing. You might want to attach to
your paper any handouts that you have prepared for your presentation along with
explanations of how you used them. You will need to tum in two copies of your paper.

Tentative Agenda

English 5500: Practicum

Text: Gary Tate, Amy Rupiper, and Kurt Schick. A Guide to Composition Pedagogies
Week l (Jan. 9)
• Discussion of semester activities and assignments
Week 2 (Jan 16)
•

"Expressive Pedagogy" (begins on p. 19 in GCP)--Group l

Week 3 (Jan 23)
•

"Rhetorical Pedagogy" (p. 36)--Group 2

Week 4 (Jan 30)
•

"Collaborative Pedagogy" (p. 54)--Group 3

Week 5 (Feb 6)
•

"Cultural Studies and Composition" (p. 71)--Group 1

Week 6 (Feb 13)
•

"Critical Pedagogy" (p. 92)--Group 2

Week 7 (Feb 20)
•

"Feminist Pedagogy" (p. 113)--Group 3

Week 8 (Feb 27)
•

"Community Service Pedagogy" (p. 132)--Group 1

Week9 (Mar6)
•

"The Pedagogy of Writing Across the Curriculum" (p. 149)--Group 2

•

"Technology and the Teaching of Writing" (p. 203)--Group 3

Spring Break (March 11-15)

Week 10 (Mar. 20):
•

Presentations:

Week 11 (Mar. 27)
•

Presentations:

Week 12 (April 3)
•

Presentations:

Week 13 (April 10)
•

Presentations:

Week 14 (April 17)
•

Presentations:

Week 15 (April 24)
•

End of the Semester Party
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Tentative Agenda for the Writing Center Practicum, Spring 2002
(Weeks 1-4, 4-5:00; 5-9, 3-4:00)
Week 1 (January 9-full class in Writing Center)
• Review WC policies and procedures
• Discussion of semester activities and assignments
• Introduction to Mentor Program and semester jobs (complete reading listed 1/16)
Week 2(January16-0ne hour class) Kirsten Harden and Mandy Solomon present
• Readings for today's topic I-Review: What tutoring writing is and isn't: TW,
Chapter 3, "What Tutoring Writing Isn't" and Chapter chapter 5, "Tutoring when the
Writer does not have a Draft"
Week 3 (January 23) Lisa Anne Maple and George Jacobson present
• Reading for Topic I, Continued-Review: TW, Chapter 6, ''What Tutoring Is:
Models and Strategies"
Week 4 (January 30) Vi Tran and Tara Coburn present
• Readings for topic II-What is a writing center and what are its philosophies?:
Lunsford, "Collaboration, Control, and the Idea of a Writing Center" or
North, "The idea of a Writing Center" or
An article of your own from a writing center journal in the Writing Center
Week 5 (February 6) Group Discussion-no presentation
• Readings for topic III-Theory and Research underpinning Tutoring Writing: TW,
Chapters 1, 2, and 4 ("Theories Underpinning Tutoring Writing," "Research
Supporting Tutoring Writing, and "The Writing and Tutoring Processes"
Week 6 (February 13) Melissa Fadul and Amanda McKay present
• Readings for topic IV-Tutoring Different People: TW, Chapter 8, "Tutoring
Different People"
• Problem of the week related to topic
Week 7 (February 20) Autumn Williams and Bill Feltt present
• Readings for Topic V--Gender in the Writing Center:
Bean, "Feminine Discourse in the University: The Writing Center Conference ... " or
Hunter, "Power and Gendered Discourses" or
An article of your own choosing
• Problem of the week related to topic
Week 8 (February 27) Dr. Murray and Dr. Kory present
• Reading for Topic VI-Lessons to Learn: TW, Chapter 9, "Lessons from the
Masters"
Week 9 (March 6)David Moutray presents
• Readings for Topic VII-Technology and Plagiarism in the Writing Center:
Clark, "Collaboration and Ethics in Writing Center Pedagogy" or
Haynes-Burton, "Intellectual (Proper)ty in Writing Centers ... " or TG, Chapter 10,
"Tutoring and Technology"

Weeks 10-15: Prepare for and perform Dr. Coleman's Presentations (NO Class Week 10)

